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“Loose offering collected at annual meeting or mailed if you cannot attend”

“Together, we can make a difference”
Jesus taught the importance of being in community and combining the spiritual gifts given to each of us through the Holy Spirit.  We are the Body, working together.
Mother’s Union in the Congo

As a result of the internal war over land and dominance between Hutus and Tutsi, 5 million Congolese warriors have perished more than any war in modern civilization. This killing, maiming, kidnapping and raping continues today. Among the abused are young girls ages 9-14, whom are just approaching womanhood. They are considered unclean, an outcast to the family and will never marry. 
Where will they go? 
There is something called the Anglican Church where all are children of Christ, where all are welcome, where all are supported and served with open arms. This church is where these abused young women, many of them now pregnant from the horrific event, can go for habilitation and care for their children. If you understand poverty you know that the only way to break the cycle is through education or removal. These young women have no where to go, so it must be education.

The good news is acceptance is empowering for these young women. They have bonded and bound together to form what is known as the Mother’s Union. The Mother’s Union is a journey to independence through education. These women are learning trades, in particular sewing. This affords them a way to make money

and support themselves and their children. 
We can choose to help break the cycle of poverty and abuse through awareness. We can also help by purchasing sewing machines for these young women.  Our goal is to provide 21 sewing machines.

They each cost $300. The funds you donate towards Communion Alms at the Fall Meeting of the Episcopal Church Women will go towards helping to purchase these sewing machines. 
Bishop Shannon encourages our support and his mantra is to serve those the least served. 
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