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                                                                                                                                  Where there is no vision, the people perish…    Proverbs 29:18
                        Patricia Walthall Hardy                                                                                                                                                President

September 2013
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

It is with great joy that I invite you to the 122nd Annual Meeting and 124th  United Thank Offering Ingathering of the Episcopal Church Women of the Diocese of Virginia to be held October 17, 2013. The Rev. Daniel Robayo and the women of Emmanuel Church, Harrisonburg, Virginia, have graciously offered to host our meeting. Mark your calendar now, complete and return the enclosed registration form and join us on this special day.  Please duplicate registration forms if more are needed. 

The focus of the day will follow our  theme of Many Paths~One Journey…Many Ministries~Much Hope!  Registration will begin at 8:45 AM with a continental breakfast and fellowship. During that time, you will be able to visit with representatives of the many ministries ECW supports and learn what your ECW can do to further their ministries.   At 9:30 AM our business meeting will begin. Directions to Emmanuel and other important information are enclosed in this mailing.  

The business portion of our meeting will include updates and new information on our ministries. Your nomination chair, Kathy Jimerson, will present the slate of officers for election, term beginning 2014 and a list of other appointments. We will have Deacon Carey Chirico from St. George’s Fredericksburg give us the latest on our newest ministry, supporting the Mother’s Union of the Congo. Our 2013 Communion Alms and Viva Voce recipients will be announced and awarded. The Communion Alms recipient this year will be the Mother’s Union of the Congo in an effort to help fund 21 sewing machines needed at a cost of $300 each. Please take a few minutes to review the enclosed flyers and bring or mail your donations for both.
I am so excited to share that our keynote speaker will be Tanya Street, a surviving victim of trafficking from Virginia Beach. She will share her experience during and following with us. Also speaking is Andrea Bailey, co-founder of The Gray Haven, a non-profit organization that provides helps victims of human trafficking through direct services. Please see the enclosed flyer for more information on both speakers. In an effort to support these victims, we ask that you to bring with you to the meeting some of the following items for victim care bags: cereal bars, fruit snacks, lance nabs/crackers (variety), pretzels, almonds, protein bars, gift cards to Kohl’s or Forever 21   THANKS!
Following the meeting, we will enjoy lunch together and an opportunity to visit the ECW ministry displays.  We will return to church for Holy Eucharist at 1:30, celebrated by The Rt. Rev. Shannon S. Johnston with The Rev. Daniel Robayo, preaching. We look forward to having our Bishops; The Rt. Reverend Shannon S. Johnston, The Rt. Rev. Susan Goff and The Rt. Reverend Ted Gulick with us and encourage you to invite your clergy to join us.  We value their presence and encourage them to vest and process for the afternoon service.  UTO stoles or white/festive stoles are appropriate.  Please be certain that your UTO Representative is present to participate in the service or send someone to replace her. I look forward to spending the day with you and hope that you will come, bring a friend, and enjoy our informative program and joyful fellowship. Hope to see you there!

IMPORTANT NOTE: By now each church should have received in the mail a copy of the proposed changes to the ECW Constitution and Bylaws. Please review them prior to the meeting. It is VERY important that EACH CHURCH send 2 DELEGATES to vote at the meeting. If you don’t have an active ECW, please have your priest appoint 2 women to attend. Everyone is invited to attend, but only TWO people from each church can register as a voting Delegate. Feel free to contact me if questions.

Love in Christ,

Pat
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16447 St. Peters Church Road  (  Montpelier, VA 23192  (  Phone & Fax: (804) 883-7766 

Cell (804) 221-1789 ( E-mail: ecwpat@gmail.com
"May today there be peace within. May you trust God that you are exactly where you are meant to be. May you not forget the infinite possibilities that are born of faith. May you use those gifts that you have received  and pass on the love that has been given to you. May you be confident knowing you are a child of God. Let His presence settle into your bones and allow your soul the freedom to sing, dance, praise and love. It is there for each and every one of us. "  Saint Theresa's Prayer 
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