[image: image1.emf] Report of the ECW President, Beblon G. Parks, to the 
217th Annual Council of the Diocese of Virginia

January 28, 2012
It is with a deep sense of humility and thanksgiving that I offer my last report to this, the 217th Annual Council of the Episcopal Church, Diocese of Virginia. In doing so, I will borrow from and adapt Robert Fulghum’s beloved essay, “All I Really Need to Know I Learned in Kindergarten.”  My version is this,  “All I really needed to know about life, love, and service, I also learned in kindergarten, but I have had that knowledge reaffirmed during my term as Diocesan ECW President.” 
The ECW Motto is “Joy in Service.”  It has been my joy to serve the past three years, although it is as my term ends that I feel most capable to perform the role and duties of the position.  Be that as it may, I eagerly and enthusiastically turn the reins over to our most capable newly appointed President Patricia W. Hardy.

Hear what I’ve learned as I share with you some of the ECW activities and ministry highlights. 
In his essay, Robert Fulghum says, “Take a nap every afternoon,” “Warm cookies and cold milk are good for you”; and “Clean up your own mess.”   In other words- rest and be rejuvenated. Enjoy life’s simple pleasures and don’t leave others to do the “clean up”. The ECW taught me how to do this by offering periodic prayer and worship retreats as well as working retreats.

Prayer and Worship Retreat
On April 14, 2011, our ECW Prayer and Worship Retreat was held at the Episcopal Church of the Messiah in Spotsylvania, VA.  The retreat was led by The Reverend Erika Takacs on the theme: “The Living Light: Seeing God in Daily Living.” Although we did not take a nap, we had warm cookies, cold milk and we cleaned up our mess when we finished our work.  The retreat was a blessed time of prayer, reflection and renewal.  
Fulghum says, “Live a balanced life- learn some and think some and draw and paint and sing and dance and play and work every day some.” The ECW did that throughout the year and especially during our Spring Open Board Meeting.   

Spring Open Board Meeting
Our Spring Open Board Meeting, held May 19, 2011, was the best ever!   There were close to one-hundred people in attendance.   The Christ Episcopal Church Family in Spotsylvania, VA “rolled out the red carpet” and did a wonderful job in making us feel welcome and supported.  The Reverend Jeffrey Packard and his staff were awesome!  The Rev. Canon Susan Goff conducted a moving workshop on “Praying with Eyes Wide Open- Exploring and Practicing Visual Prayer” and also served as Celebrant during the Eucharist. Other workshops offered were “Joy Robbers and How to Nab “Em!” conducted by The Rev. Ann Davis, “Altar Guild- What Can We Do for You?”; “Labyrinths and Spirituality”; “Listening Hearts”; and “Healthy Bodies- Healthy Minds.”
Fulghum says, “Share everything.” Sharing ourselves and what we receive is at the heart of the ECW’s programs and ministries.  We do this with our time, energy and efforts and through the scholarships awarded as well as with our Viva Voce and Communion Alms- not to mention our United Thank Offering Ingatherings.  Specifics about each are addressed in this report.
Gifts & Scholarships:  Each July, the Episcopal Church Women disburse monies received as of June 30 and award scholarships to deserving students within our diocese.  This year we gave $6,100.00 in scholarships to six students.   Two scholarship recipients were from Region VI- Pohick Episcopal and All Saints Episcopal Church, Sharon Chapel; two were from Region IX- Varina Episcopal Church and St. Peter’s Episcopal Church Richmond, one from Region X- Grace and Holy Trinity Episcopal Church and one from Region XI- Church of the Epiphany Episcopal, Richmond.  
Since that disbursement, we have received an additional $2,730.00 given to the “Book of Remembrance,” $570.00 to the “Gift of Life Book” and $2,715.25 in undesignated gifts to the scholarship fund.   As a reminder, scholarships are given annually to students in the Diocese of Virginia and are made possible through your contributions to the “Book of Remembrance” and the “Gift of Life Book.”  I encourage you to consider making a contribution to either or both of these in memory of or thanksgiving for a loved one or friend.
Annual Meeting

On October 25, 2011, the 120th Annual Meeting and 122nd UTO Ingathering were held at St. Alban’s Episcopal Church, Annandale, VA.  We had close to 200 people in attendance representing 40 churches.  The attendees included The Right Reverend Shannon S.  Johnston, 4 Past ECW Presidents, 12 Diocesan Board Members, 2 Diocesan Staff Members, and 13 Clergy.  This meeting welcomed the 1st ECW President appointed by Bishop Shannon S. Johnston, Ms. Patricia (Pat) Hardy.  Pat has been an active ECW Board Member for many years, having served as VP for Administration and Web Master along with other key positions.  She is currently the parish administrator for Church of Our Saviour, Montpelier, VA.    
We were treated like royalty by the women of St. Alban’s and The Rev. Grayce O’Neill Rowe, along with other members, who had a part in making our special day a grand success.  Special thanks are given to the women of St. Barnabas’ Episcopal Church who provided a scrumptious breakfast that day.  The Right Reverend David C. Jones was honored for his service to the Diocese and for his special place in the hearts of the Episcopal Church Women.   Our keynote speaker, The Rev. Martha Macgill reminded us of the road we all travel on the way to experiencing God’s Grace when she spoke on the topic, “Feminine Wisdom through the Generations: A Legacy of Grace.” 
Viva Voce: We awarded $1,835.00 among the following Viva Voce recipients: St. Mary’s Community Lunch Program, Colonial Beach, Region I; Child & Family Network Center, Alexandria, Region IV; FACETS-Fairfax Area Christian Emergency & Transitional, Fairfax, Region VII; St. Andrew’s School, Richmond, Region X and Seven Loaves, Middleburg, Region XIII.  
Communion Alms:  We divided over $2,239.80 between our two recipients. Ray Sabalis accepted the gift on behalf of the Chapel for the Ages, Virginia Theological Seminary, Alexandria, VA and Emma Wright, Lead Youth Representative, did so on behalf of the Bishop’s NetsforLife Inspirational Fund, Diocese of Virginia.
United Thank Offering: The 122nd UTO Ingathering brought our total 2011 gifts to $109,636.18.  The entire amount was sent to the national UTO office. Every penny of this money will be used for this granting year.  The Diocese of Virginia submitted two grant applications and both were funded. We were delighted that  a grant of $10,000.00 was  made to the Anna Julia Cooper Episcopal School to help purchase a new van; and an overseas grant of $43,791.78 will be used to build a surgical/delivery building for the St. James Anglican Women and Children Hospital in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania.  As our outgoing UTO Coordinator Jeanelle Moritz says, “Remember, daily thanks improves daily life.”  Our new UTO Coordinator is Cynthia D. Helton of St. George’s Episcopal Church, Fredericksburg, VA.
Overnight Board Meeting

Our Overnight Board Meeting and Planning Retreat was held, November 9-10, 2011 at the Roslyn Conference and Retreat Center.  ECW board members participated in extensive program examination, future planning, fellowship and prayer. The focus of the meeting was on analysis of the results of the diocesan wide ECW Survey conducted along with the transition of the ECW presidency. The survey findings triggered the formation of a Task Force charged with analyzing the results and making recommendations to the board.  Canon Susan Goff led a most powerful Eucharist which created not only a spiritual bond among those present but also generated heartfelt thanksgiving as outgoing leaders retired from service  but also a sense of optimism and enthusiasm as the new leaders assumed their roles.
Diocesan Executive Committee Meetings/Other Activities
I have enjoyed my service on the Diocesan Executive Committee and the Budget Sub-Committee, attending most meetings during the 2011 calendar year. In my absence the VP of Administration, Kay Holmes represented the ECW.
Other activities included visiting several parishes, presenting a workshop at the 216th Annual Council, speaking about the ECW at church forums and bringing greetings to the participants in the UTO “Face to Face” training session for new diocesan coordinators from around the United States held at Roslyn this fall.  We also hosted a dinner for Mrs. Irene Mhologo, wife of the Bishop Mdimi Mhologo of Tanganyika. 

Our Diocesan ECW again joined the Anglican Women’s Empowerment (AWE), the National ECW and the Episcopal Women’s Caucus (EWC) in  promoting and participating in the anti-violence campaign entitled “Sixteen Days of Advocacy Against Gender Violence.”    The prayers are available on the ECW website. We continue to encourage all people to take a stand against all forms of violence, especially violence against women and girls.

During the past year, the ECW continued working to see the goals we have set come to fruition. These included awarding more and larger scholarships; strengthening our support for children and their education through enhanced support of our current ministries and partnerships; and growing the ECW by increasing the involvement of young women and girls in the ECW.  While progress has been made toward achieving these goals, there is still much work to be done. 

Mr. Fulghum reminds us that, “Goldfish and hamsters and white mice and even the seed in the Styrofoam cup – they all die.  So do we.”  We experienced with sadness the loss of several diocesan leaders this past year including two stalwarts of the Episcopal Church Women, Mary Jenks and former Diocesan ECW President Katherine Farmar.
In closing, I am most excited to share a bit of information about the ECW Task Force referenced earlier in this report.  The Task Force, chaired by Sharon Nachman and co-chaired by Joni Langevoort, has been charged to carefully and discerningly analyze the survey summary/findings in light of our current structure, programs, ministries and operations and to make recommendations to the Board regarding what steps need to be taken in order to keep the ECW relevant in this and into the next century.  The Task Force has met and established the following work groups: Research, Communications, Regions, Remittance & Ministries, Social Media, Public Relations and Structure.  These work groups will facilitate the ECW’s continuation and expansion as a viable, active and resourceful organization in the lives of the women of the Episcopal Church as well as the broader church communities within the Diocese of Virginia and the world. I will remain on the board as past president and do my part to see this project to fruition.
I leave you with two last bits of wisdom adapted from Robert Fulghum’s Poem- “Be aware of wonder” and “Remember the little seed in the Styrofoam cup; the roots go down and the plant goes up and nobody really knows how or why but we are all like that.” The ECW will continue to plant seeds of service, education, community outreach and prayer and worship.  We will look in awe and wonder as the seeds we plant flourish and grow.  And, as Mr. Fulghum reminds us, no matter what your age or where you live, “when you go out in the world, it is best to hold hands and stick together.”  The ECW’s hands are ready to hold yours as we go into the world doing God’s work in service and in love!
Thank you!
Beblon G. Parks
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