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Serve the Lord with gladness; Come before his presence with singing.




Psalm 61-7
The Episcopal Church Women of our Diocese have had a fulfilling year, and despite the challenges facing the greater church, we have continued to focus on mission.  

· Spring Open Board Meeting, May 22, 2007.  Church of the Epiphany, Richmond, hosted the Spring Open Board Meeting.  The theme of the day was “Touching Lives…Making a Difference”.  The Rev. Lauren Stanley, Missionary of the National Episcopal Church to Sudan, spoke movingly about her work in Darfur and suggested ways we can support her ministry.  Beblon Parks, Vice President, Programs, spoke about Millennium Development Goals and how the Episcopal Church is already achieving many of these goals.
· Consecration of Bishop Coadjutor Shannon Sherwood Johnston at the National Cathedral in Washington, D.C., Saturday, May 26, 2007.     In keeping with past tradition the Episcopal Church Women through the Altar Guild Fund contributions, furnished Bishop Johnston’s Rochet and Chemire.  As the president, it was a privileged to represent the ECW, presenting the vestments and helping vest Bishop Johnston during the ceremony.
· The Virginia Historical Society exhibit, July 19, 2007, celebrating four hundred years of Anglicanism in Virginia. The black onyx cross (1890) originally worn by our founder, Miss Sallie Stuart, was part of the exhibit.
· National Committee of the United Thank Offering, August 9-11, 2007.   The Diocesan ECW Board hosted this gathering at Roslyn for a “Face to Face” training session.  Presentations were made to the committee by prior UTO Grant recipients in our Diocese - The Rev. Lynne Washington representing the Peter Paul Development Center, Richmond ; and  The Rev. Paula Parker and Ms. Denise Brown, representing The Dill House – Ecumenical Home for Women coming out of Prison (in partnership with ECW).  Bishop Shannon Johnston was with us for the reception and celebrated Holy Eucharist.
· 116th Annual Meeting and 118th United Thank Offering Ingathering, October 23, 2007.  The women of All Saints, Richmond, were our gracious hostesses for this meeting. The theme of the day was “God’s Gift of Hospitality” - Feeding Our Spirit.  Keynote speaker was the Very Reverend Martha J. Horne, Dean and President Emeritus of Virginia Theological Seminary.  The Rt. Rev. Peter James Lee and The Rt. Rev. David Colin Jones joined us for the meeting and Holy Eucharist.  The Rt. Rev. Shannon Sherwood Johnston joined us for Holy Eucharist and gave a powerful and challenging sermon.
            The Episcopal Church Women adopted a new Constitution and By-Laws.

      The Communion Alms was given to the Diocesan Commission on World Mission and ECW Gifts and Scholarships Fund. 
            Continuing our focus on women and children at risk, the Viva Voce (“by word of mouth”), contributions was given to the following:

· Clare’s Kids Camp, Richmond - a two week, cross-cultural, tuition-free weekday camp.

· Mary’s House of Hope, Purcellville – provides shelter, counseling, education, love and support to homeless women experiencing a crisis pregnancy.
· The Pregnancy Resource Center of Metro Richmond - dedicated to providing compassionate care and practical assistance to teenagers and women who are unprepared for pregnancy.
· The Congregational-Community Action Project, Front Royal – provides emergency assistance such as food, clothing and limited emergency financial assistance to the needy.

· As we continue to include new women of our Diocese to become active in their organization, we held an “ECW Meet and Greet” at Trinity Episcopal Church, Upperville.  We also prepared an information package about Episcopal Church Women for new clergy in our Diocese.
· The Episcopal Church Women both met and exceeded its pledge of five thousand dollars per year for three years to Dill House,

a transitional home for women coming out of prison.  This year’s gift made a total of $26,000.   In partnership with the Daughters of Zelophehad, the ECW has helped to empower homeless women to move from poverty to economic self-sufficiency, from psychological dependency to strength, independence and responsibility.  

· Mission trips were taken to both South Africa and the Dominican Republic in 2007.  We continue to support the Mother’s Union in South Africa and give scholarships for children in the Dominican Republic.

The following yearbook reports reflect the work each of you have done and continue to do through prayer, education, contributions,  concern for others and joyful service.  During my term as your president I have experienced your love of doing God’s work for the Episcopal Church Women and the greater mission of our church.  As I begin my last year, it has been an honor and gift to serve as your president.
Faithfully,

  Anna Lou
